293.   ON TRIAL
It is not to be wondered at that No-changers are intensely dis-
satisfied with the agreement arrived at between the Swarajists and
myself. I have repeatedly admitted that I am but an humble
explorer of the science of non-violence. Its hidden depths sometimes
stagger me just as much as they stagger fellow-workers. I observe
that the agreement seems just now to satisfy no one but the parties
to it. Many Englishmen regard it as an ignominous surrender to
the Swarajists on my part. Many No-changers regard it as a lapse,
if not a betrayal A friend says that it has caused consternation
among students. Why, they ask, should they remain in national
schools if non-co-operation is suspended? They are the greatest
sufferers and they have not been considered in the pact at alL I
hold a letter from an Andhra friend which arrests attention and
calls for a reasoned reply.
Surrender on my part it undoubtedly is* It is a conscious
surrender, but not, as an English paper puts it, to the party of
violence. I refuse to believe that the Swaraj Party is a party of
violence. Such charges were I know levelled against even the late
Dadabhai Naoroji and Justice Ranade. They were suspected and
shadowed. Lala Harkishen Lai who had no more to do with any
party of violence than Sir Michael O'Dwyer himself was arrested
and imprisoned by that satrap. I would have been false to the
country if I had not stood by the Swaraj Party in the hour of its
need. Let it be unequivocally demonstrated that it has had any-
thing to do with violence, and I shall be prepared to denounce it
in as strong language as is open to me to use. On such proof I
shall sever all connection with it. But till then, I must stand by
it even though I do not believe in the efficacy of Council-entry or
even some of the methods of conducting Council-Warfare.
But recognition of the party as an integral part of the Con-
gress does not mean surrender by individuals of their non-co-
operation. It means an admission that the Swaraj Party is a strong
and growing wing of the Congress. And if it refuses to take a back
seat without a fight, and if it is necessary or even expedient to avoid
a fight, the claim to a definite official recognition is irresistible*
Every Congressman, however, is not, by reason of his being a Con-
gressman, assumed to be a believer in all the items of a Congress
programme* My own position, I admit, is somewhat different.